MYP unit planner

	Unit title
	Informational Building Blocks

	Teacher(s)
	Mandy George

	Subject and grade level
	Foundation Reading 

	Time frame and duration
	2 weeks


Stage 1: Integrate significant concept, area of interaction and unit question

	Area of interaction focus

Which area of interaction will be our focus?
Why have we chosen this?
	
	Significant concept(s)

What are the big ideas? What do we want our students to retain for years into the future?

	Approaches to Learning:
Students will use various reading strategies while examining information & non-fiction features.
Human Ingenuity: 

"Human ingenuity is the way in which human minds have influenced how we think, work, . . . find solutions to problems, . . . transform things and rationalize thought." (Principles into Practice, page 33).
Students will:

a) examine how information has been  structured throughout history.  (Awareness)

b) identify effective ways to structure information. (Reflection)

c) consider how they can structure information in their own communication. (Action)
	
	Effective communication contains structure.





	MYP unit question

	How do people structure information as they communicate with others?


	Assessment

What task(s) will allow students the opportunity to respond to the unit question?

What will constitute acceptable evidence of understanding? How will students show what they have understood?

	Tasks:

· Students will research one of the background knowledge topics for the novel, Uprising, and present the information, incorporating the non-fiction features discussed during the unit.

Immigration in the early 1900s. 

Suffrage Movement in the early 1900s.

Labor Movement in the early 1900s.

Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911.

Evidence of Understanding:

· Evidence of Understanding will be based on IB Rubrics.

	Which specific MYP objectives will be addressed during this unit?

	Language B Objectives (Year 1):

B.7.  Create work that employs organizational structures and language-specific conventions throughout a variety of text types.

Language C Objectives (Year 1):

C.10.  Use language to narrate, describe, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain, and express feelings.

	Which MYP assessment criteria will be used?

	B.  Organization 

C. Style and Language Mechanics


Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning activities through inquiry

	Content
What knowledge and/or skills (from the course overview) are going to be used to enable the student to respond to the unit question?

What (if any) state, provincial, district, or local standards/skills are to be addressed? How can they be unpacked to develop the significant concept(s) for stage 1?

	Course/Unit Overview:

Week 1:

· Students will be introduced to non-fiction features used to structure information.

Titles (Headings/Sub-Headings)

Boldface Terms

Tables

Graphs

Timelines

Maps

Photos/Illustrations

Captions

· Students will read various pieces of non-fiction, looking for the non-fiction features.

Week 2:
· Students will research one of the background knowledge topics for the novel, Uprising, and present the information, incorporating the non-fiction features discussed during the unit.

Immigration in the early 1900s. 

Suffrage Movement in the early 1900s.

Labor Movement in the early 1900s.

Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911.

7th Grade Language Arts State Standards:

1.2.a. Identify external text features to enhance comprehension (i.e., headings, subheadings, pictures, captions, bolded words, graphs, charts, and tables of contents).

1.2.c. Retell, paraphrase and summarize from informational text.

2.1.b. Summarize essential information from literary or informational text.

2.3. Revise and edit to strengthen ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency and conventions.

3.1.a. Establish a purpose for inquiry.

3.1.b. Gather relevant information to answer questions.
3.2.b. Gather information on an idea or concept.

3.2.c. Report information using summarization.


	Approaches to learning

How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general approaches to learning skills?

	Organization – Students will organize information, incorporating the non-fiction features discussed during the unit.

Information Literacy – Students will research their topic, gather information, and then organize the information, incorporating the non-fiction features discussed during the unit.



	Learning experiences

How will students know what is expected of them? Will they see examples, rubrics, templates?

How will students acquire the knowledge and practise the skills required? How will they practise applying these?

Do the students have enough prior knowledge? How will we know?


	Teaching strategies
How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback during the unit?

What different teaching methodologies will we employ?

How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all? How have we made provision for those learning in a language other than their mother tongue? How have we considered those with special educational needs?

	Expectations:

Examples, Modeling

Knowledge/Skills:

Examples, Discussion, Lecture 
Background Knowledge:

Assess background knowledge throughout the lesson. Expand background knowledge if needed.


	Formative Assessments:

Throughout the unit, the teacher will give feedback during informal observation while the students are writing.

Differentiated Learning:

The teacher will differentiate teaching by meeting with students individually and in small groups for follow up, feedback, and goal setting. These types of meetings work well for English language learners and students with special needs.

	Resources

What resources are available to us?

How will our classroom environment, local environment and/or the community be used to facilitate students’ experiences during the unit?

	Copies of non-fiction pieces, containing each of the non-fiction features:

Titles (Headings/SubHeadings)

Boldface Terms

Tables

Graphs

Timelines

Maps

Photos/Illustrations

Captions

Computers for research


Ongoing reflections and evaluation

	In keeping an ongoing record, consider the following questions. There are further stimulus questions at the end of the “Planning for teaching and learning” section of MYP: From principles into practice.
Students and teachers

What did we find compelling? Were our disciplinary knowledge/skills challenged in any way?

What inquiries arose during the learning? What, if any, extension activities arose?

How did we reflect—both on the unit and on our own learning?

Which attributes of the learner profile were encouraged through this unit? What opportunities were there for student-initiated action?

Possible connections 

How successful was the collaboration with other teachers within my subject group and from other subject groups?

What interdisciplinary understandings were or could be forged through collaboration with other subjects?

Assessment

Were students able to demonstrate their learning?

How did the assessment tasks allow students to demonstrate the learning objectives identified for this unit? How did I make sure students were invited to achieve at all levels of the criteria descriptors?

Are we prepared for the next stage?

Data collection 

How did we decide on the data to collect? Was it useful?
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