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Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: ___________ Period: ______ 
 

Cost of Living 
1911 vs. 2011 

 
In Uprising, Pietro stated that Bella would make $4.00 per week working at 
the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory. We’ll assume that Bella worked an average 

of 14 hours per day. She also worked 6 days a week (Monday-Saturday). 
 

1. How many hours did Bella work per week? 
 
 

2. How much money was Bella paid per hour? 
 
 

 
$4.00 in 1911 would be an equivalent to $88.00 in 2011. 

 
1. If a person in 2011 worked the same number of hours per week as Bella, 

then how much money would he/she earn per hour? 
 

2. If a person in 2011 earned $88 per week, then how much would they earn 
for their annual income? 
 
 
 

3. Look at the graph below. Based on your answer for number 2, would the 
person be considered “living in poverty” by the national standards?  
 
 

# of People in Family  2010 National Poverty Threshold 
1 $10,830 
2 $14,570 
3 $18,310 
4 $22,050 
5 $25,790 
6 $29,530 
7 $33,270 
8 $37,010 
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Compare and Contrast 
 1911 2011 

Weekly Salary $4.00 $88.00 
Rent (1 bedroom apartment) $3.00 (per week)  

Newspaper $0.01  
Nickelodeon (movie) $0.05  

Bread   
Butter   
Eggs   

Tomatoes   
Potatoes   

Corn   
Oatmeal   

Beans   
Rice   

Cheese   
Flour   

Onions   
Shirtwaist $0.25  

Postage Stamp $0.02  
Automobiles  
Cadillac Touring   $75.00  
Clothing 
Men’s Hat  $1.95 
Men's necktie   $0.65 
Men's overcoat  $15.00 
Men's shirt  $0.50-1.50 
Men's jacket  $3.50-7.50 
Women's silk shirt   $6.95 
Women's fur coat  $42.50 
Women's dress  $5.98 
Women's handbags  $1.00-3.50 
Women's raincoat  $6.75 
Food & beverages 
Apples   $0.20 per can 
Beef   $0.25 per lb 
Candy  $0.15-0.40 per lb 
Cereal  $0.15 
Cherries  $0.69 per bottle 
Chicken  $0.18 per lb 
Crackers  $0.10 for 2 pkgs 
Eggs  $0.23 per dozen 
Fish, herring $0.25 for 3 tins 
Ham  $0.15 per lb 
Milk  $0.09 per container 
Oats, Quaker  $0.09 
Oranges, Florida $0.19 per dozen 
Peas  $0.25 for 2 cans 
Pork  $0.15 per lb 
Raisins   $0.12 
Soup, Campbell's $0.25 for 3 cans 
Sugar  $0.20 
Turkey   $0.22/lb 
 
 

Furniture 
Bed, brass   $20.95 
Bed, enameled,   $8.00 
Chair   $4.69 
Chair, rocker  $3.49 
Dresser   $7.24 
Rug, 27" X 54"   $1.89 
Table   $9.74  
Household & seasonal goods 
Bread mixer  $2.00-2.50 
Carpet sweeper, Bissell  $1.79 
Dish set    $10.00/set 
Clothes ringer   $3.50-5.50 
Curtains   $2.49-4.50 
Matches   $0.10/3 box 
Scissors   $0.25-0.90 
Bed Sheets   $0.34-0.49 
Personal care & health 
Hair brush  $0.10-0.49 
Perfume   $1.50 
Razor    $1.00-2.49 
Soap   $0.25 for 8 
cakes 
Real estate 
Houses for rent 
6 rooms, modern bath, steam heat 
             $25.00/month 
Apartments & rooms      $12.00/month 
Recreation & amusements 
Piano   $200.00 
Victrola    $200.00 

Imagine you work at the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 

and only earn $4.00 per week. 

List the items that you would 
choose to purchase.  

Keep a running total so you 
don’t spend over your limit! 

 
Weekly Salary $4.00 

_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
_______________   -$____ 
How much are you going to 
mail home to your starving 
family?                     $_______ 


